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Abstract 
This article is aimed to describe the types of error, the dominant error, the frequency of 
error, and the sources of error made by students of  MAN 1 Boarding School Surakarta in 
doing speech event. The subject of this research is twenty female students in doing speech 
event at Boarding School MAN 1 Surakarta. The type of this research is descriptive 
qualitative research. In collecting data researcher records, listens, makes a sript, reads a 
sript, and selects the data.. To analyze the types of errors, researcher uses theory of Clark 
and Clark (1997), Dulay, Burt, Krashen,  and Richard (1982). The finding shows that 
researcher found three types of errors namely speech error, morphological errors and 
syntactical errors. In speech error researcher found silent pause (9,59%) filled pause errors 
(38,37%), repeats (16,97%), false retraced (4,42%), correction (0,37%), interjection 
(1,10%), stutters (6,64%).In the morphological error researcher found two types of errors 
namely pronunciation (0,74%), and vocabulary (7,01%). In syntactical errors there are 
omission of third singular pronoun (2,21%), verb infinitive instead of verb ing  (1,84%), in 
infinitive instead of verb participle (1,84%), selection of verb after modality (2,58%),  
omission of [be] ( 2,58%), wrong selection of be [is, are] singular instead plural (1,48%), 
omission bound morpheme [-s] as plural  (0,74%), and the last preposition or (1,48%). The 
dominant error is speech errors especially filled pause. The writer found two sources of 
errors namely cognitive reason and psychological reason. 
Keyword: speech production, error analysis, sources of error 
 
     Abstrak 
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengklasifikasi jenis- jenis kesalahan bahasa,  kesalahan 
bahasa yang paling dominan, frekwensi kesalahan bahasa, dan sumber kesalahan. Subjek 
penelitian ini adalah 20 siswa Boarding School MAN 1 Surakarta. Jenis penelitian ini ialah 
descriptive kualitatif. Teori yang digunakan dalam menganalisis kesalahan bahasa ialah 
teori Clark and Clark, (1977) Dulay, Burt, Krashen, and Richard (1982). Hasil penelitian 
menunjukkan bahwa terdapat tiga kesalahan bahasa yaitu speech error, morphological 
error, dan syntactical error. Pada speech error tedapat silent pause (9.59%) filled pause 
(38,37%), repeats (16,97%), false retraced (4,42%), correction (0,36%), interjection 
(1,10%), stutters (6,64%). Pada morphological error terdapat two types of errors namely 
pronunciation (0,74%), and vocabulary (7,01%). Di syntactical errors terdapat omission of 
third singular pronoun (2,21%), verb infinitive instead of verb ing  (1,84%), in infinitive 
instead of verb participle (1,84%), selection of verb after modality (2,58%),  omission of 
[be] ( 2,58%), wrong selection of be [is, are] singular instead plural (1,48%), omission 
bound morpheme [-s] as plural  (0,74%), and the last preposition or (1,48%). Kesalahan 
bahasa yang paling dominan ialah speech error khusunya filled pause. Dalam penelitian ini 
terdapat dua sumber yang menjadi sebab terjadinya kesalahan bahasa yaitu karena faktor 
kognitif dan psikologi. 








Studying English is very important. Being able in mastering English, speaking is 
the most important skills (Ur, 1996). Speaking is used in teaching learning process. By 
speaking, students are able to experience a rich diet of spoken language. Nunan (in 
Wijaya, 2015: 11), divides the oral language into two parts. Those parts are 
monologue and dialogue. Monologue used by speakers to the current time and 
situation such as when the speakers deliver the speech, read a book, etc. On the other 
hand dialogue is speaking activity which is done by two or more speakers. Dialogue 
involves interpersonal and transactional speech. 
According to Garret (in Treiman, 2003, 35) there are two processes in producing 
speech. The first process is functional planning process, this process is done by 
speakers whereby speakers try to determine grammatical function such as subject, 
verb, object, etc,.The second process is positional encoding. The function of this 
process is to generate syntactic structures that capture the dependencies among 
constituent and their order.  
In speaking people formulated planning and executing. According to Clark and 
Clark (in Fauziati, 2013: 83) in producing speech, human need to do planning and 
execution. In doing planning, speakers plan about what they want to say based on how 
speakers want to give effect to the listeners. There are several processes which are 
done by speakers in doing planning and executing speech. The processes are: 
discourse plan, sentence plan, constituent plan, articulatory program, and articulation. 
When people do the execution process, certainly it can’t always be uttered perfectly, 
because people tend to do errors.  There are some errors which are uttered by students 
at Boarding School MAN 1 Surakarta in doing speech event. It makes students 
influent in delivering speech. There are two sources of errors namely cognitive reason 
and psychological reason. In cognitive reason, the students have limited knowledge in 
studying English as a foreign language such as the lack of vocabularies and the lack of 
grammatical knowledge. In psychological reason, the students feel nervous when they 
deliver their speech in front of the audience. When they feel nervous, they have to 
think twice about anything they would say, so it gives impact on their speech and 
finally errors may be happened.  
To make a clear explanation of this study, the researcher provides some 





examination”, based on the phenomena speaker did error namely filled pause, because 
there is a pause filled by a gap such as “em” in front of the sentence. Second, “you 
must / you must clean what you want to clean” in that sentence speaker did repetition 
of  the word “you must / you must”. So it is called repeats. Third, “there is three 
point”, it is the example of grammatical errors. The words “three point” explained the 
plural noun. On the contrary, the use of “is” indicates singular noun. So, the correct 
one is “there are three points”. 
Based on the phenomena above, researcher is interested in conducting study of 
speech errors made by students at MAN 1 Surakarta in doing speech event. In this 
study researcher wants to describe the types of errors, the frequency of errors, the 
dominant types of error, and the sources of errors made by students at Boarding 
School MAN 1 Surakarta. 
 
2. RESEARCH METHOD 
The type of this study was descriptive qualitative research. Researcher describes 
error in spoken production made by students at Boarding School Surakarta. The 
subject of this research is twenty female students of Boarding School MAN 1 
Surakarta. The object of this research was errors in spoken production made by 
students of Boarding School MAN 1 Surakarta. The data was taken from the 
documentation, whereby researcher recorded the students’ speech during speech event. 
This research was done on November until December. In collecting data researcher 
recorded, listened, observed, and identified data. In analyzing the data researcher used 
theory of Clark and Clark (1977), Dulay, Burt, Richard, and Krashen (1982). 
Futhermore, in analyzing data the procedures were reduction data, displaying data, and 
drawing conclusion. 
 
3. RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
In this chapter, researcher discusses the finding of the research. The research 
finding consists of the type of errors, the source of errors, the dominant errors, and the 
frequency of errors that were found from the data. 
3.1 Research Finding 
To answer the questions based on problem statements, the researcher 





sources of errors based on the theory of Clark and Clark (1977), Dulay, Burt, 
Richard, and Krashen (1982).  
Types of Errors 
Based on the data, the researcher found three classifications of errors. 
Those classifications were speech errors, morphological errors, and 
syntactical errors.  
a. Speech Errors 
In classifying the data, researcher used theory of Clark and Clark 
(1977). That theory classifies errors into nine types of errors. The nine 
classifications of speech errors are silent pause, filled pause, repeats, 
false start (unrestricted), false starts (retraced), correction,   interjection, 
stutters, and the last slip of tongue. 
1) Silent Pause 
 Fauziati (2013: 141), states that in silent pause, a period of no 
speech happened between words. The speakers did the pause in 
uncertain word with no planning before.  
The researcher found 26 utterances containing errors. The silent 
pause errors such the following examples. 
(1) In here I would tell you about how to keep / [0.2]spirit in 
dormitory. 
(2) Thank you sis / [0.2] ter. Wassalamualaikumwr.wb. 
The two utterances above showed silent pause errors which were 
done by the students at Boarding School MAN 1 Surakarta in doing 
speech. They stopped their speech directly not for taking a breath but 
because their trouble to utter the next word. 
2) Filled Pause 
In this pause, speakers add a gap such as “ah, err, umm, uh, aa, 
etc”. Filled pause indicates the people are in thinking process. 
Researcher found 104 utterances containing filled pause. The 
researcher provides sample utterances of filled pause.  
(1) A, [0.2] that’s all my speech. I hope it’s useful for us.  






The two samples above showed the difficulty in uttering 
sentences. The speakers were difficult to utter the exactly word, they 
planned about the next words by producing a gap such as “em, aa,”. 
3) Repeats 
The speakers repeat one or more words. During speech event 
which was held by Boarding School MAN 1 Surakarta, the 
researcher found 46 containing repeats. The researcher provides 
sample utterances of repeats. 
(1) We can make group to clean our / our room, our hall etc.  
(2) The first you must / you must have good mood, you must happy, 
you must always smile. 
4) Retraced 
Retraced is error which is done by the speaker which the speaker 
repeats one or more words before the corrects words. The examples 
of retraced errors are: 
(1) If your friends do one day one juz you must do two days one 
juz, eh, one day two / two juz one day. 
(2) I’m standing here to talking about/ to talk about cheating. 
5)  Correction 
In doing speech sometimes speaker do the errors. When they 
deliver their speech then they repeat their speech by explicit 
correction it is called correction. Usually the speakers use “I mean, I 
think, rather, etc”. The researcher found 1 correction error in speech 
event of Boarding School MAN 1 Surakarta.  
(1) You must, a, in my speech I mean you must have schedule for 
your activity. 
6) Interjection 
According to Fauziati (2013: 141), interjection is like hesitation 
pause. Usually interjection is often emerging with the sounds oh, ah, 
say, and well. The examples are: 






(2) If your friends do one day one juz you must do two days one 
juz, eh, one day two / two juz one day. 
7) Stutters 
 Stutters is happened because speakers got difficulty in 
planning the next words, so she utters the word which is not suitable 
with what she wishes to say. The examples are: 
(1) Now I want to tell you about my speech entitled How to face 
glob-globalization era. 
(2) Globaliza-globalization era has various/has many various 
aspects such us in entertainment likes sports, food, and movies.  
Table  
Types of Speech Error 
No. Types of Speech 
Error 
                         Example Total 
1. Silent Pause In here I would tell you about 
how to keep / spirit in 
dormitory. 
      26 
2. Filled Pause A, [0.2] that’s all my speech. I 
hope it’s useful for us.  
     104 
3. Repeats We can make group to clean 
our / our room, our hall etc.  
      46 
4. Retraced I’m standing here to talking 
about/ to talk about cheating. 
     12 
5. Corrections You must, a, in my speech I 
mean you must have schedule 
for your activity. 
      1 
6. Interjections So that one of the / one of the, 
o ya, one of method to keep 
our environment.  
      3 
7. Stutters Now I want to tell you about 
my speech entitled How to 
face glob-globalization era. 
     18 
Total     210 
b. Morphological Errors 
Morphological errors are errors happened in the structure of words, 
how the words are formed, and how the parts of the words fit together.   
1).  Pronunciation 
Pronunciation is the way how to produce sounds and the way 





the speakers do error in pronunciation, the possible reasons are they 
do not know about how to pronounce the word correctly. The 
researcher found 2 errors in pronunciation. 
(1) I want tell you, a, if I, if , If I use SKS the first I write the lesson, 
and after that I memorize about it. 
(2) Because if no diligent, you cannot memorize all what the lesson.  
2)  Vocabulary 
According to Slinker (in Fauziati, 2016), sometimes learners 
utilized code switching from English into Indonesia. In case learners 
do replacement Indonesian words. Related to the vocabularies error, 
the researcher found 19 sentences containing errors in vocabularies. 
(1) Because ridlo Allah tergantung your ridlo your parent.  
(2) And then we must subuh prayer with jamaah.   
Table 4.2 
No. 
Types of Morphological 
Errors 
Example Total 
1. Pronunciation Error A, because in dormitory have so 
many people to very very bus-busy.  
2 
2. Vocabularies Error Because ridlo Allah tergantung your 




c. Syntactical Errors 
Based on the errors data, the researcher found some kinds of 
syntactical errors. The kinds of syntactical errors are: errors happened in 
the use of verb, in the use of preposition, and in the use of noun.  
1) The Use of Verb 
a) Errors in Verb Form for Third Person Singular  
Omission is a type of error where the action has not been 
taken or the action has not been left out. The researcher provides 
two examples of omission of verb form for third person singular. 
(1) Because islam teach us to be an honest person. 








b) Verb Infinitive Instead of Verb Ing 
  The researcher provides some examples related to errors in 
verb infinitive instead of Verb ing.  
(1) Beside that we can keep our environment by clean our room 
every day. 
(2) After go school we must, a, [0.2] washing clothes then pray 
ashar 
c) Verb Infinitive Instead of Verb Participle 
         The Formula of Past Participle: S+ Has/Have + V3+ O 
There were 5 utterances containing errors in verb infinitive 
instead of verb participle. The researcher provides an example 
of errors in verb infinitive instead of verb participle. 
(1) Secondly sholawat and salam to our prophet Muhammad 
SAW who has broke us from the darkness to the lightness. 
d) Wrong Selection of Verb after Modality 
Based on the errors data, the researcher found 7 utterances 
containing wrong selection of verb after modality. The 
researcher provides two examples. 
The Formula : Modality + V1 
(1)  After that if you use SKS you must to be diligent person. 
(2) If you stress you can not to build memory. 
e) “Be” as Full Verb 
(1)  Omission of “Be” 
The researcher found 7 utterances containing omission 
of [be]. The two examples below show errors in omission of 
[be]. 
The formula : S  +  Verb  +  To be  +  Adjective/noun  
(a)  You make your activity so you can busy person 
(b)  You can use / you can use your activity, a, to busy.  
f) Wrong Selection of Verb Singular Instead of Plural 
In this error, the speakers do errors in using to be (is and 





 The researcher found 4 sentences containing errors in 
wrong selection of be (as, are) singular instead plural. 
(1)   There is fasting wajib and fasting sunnah.   
(2)   There is three point. 
The use of “there is” in that sentence was totally wrong, 
because the conjunction “and” explained plural noun.  
2) Preposition 
The researcher found 4 errors containing errors in using 
preposition. Exactly, the use of prepositions and adverbs cannot be 
put together.  
(1)   In here I want to tell about healthy life.  
(2)  In here I would tell you about how to keep,[0.2] spirit in 
dormitory. 
3) The Use of Noun 
a) Omission of Bound Morpheme [-s] as Plural Marker 
Omission is a type of error where the action has not been 
taken or the action has not been left out. The researcher provides 
two examples.  
(1) A, [0.2] in dormitory I have, we have so many job, so many 
activity.  
(2) You must have, em,[0.2] so many activity, then you can 
forget homesick. 
Table 
Types of Syntactical Error 
No. Types of Syntactical Error                          Example Total 
1. Verb Form for Third 
Singular Pronoun 
Because Islam teach us to be 
an honest person 
        6 
2. Verb Infinitive Instead of 
verb ing 
We can keep our environment 
by clean our room everyday 
        5 
3. Verb Infinitive Instead of 
Verb Participle 
Who has broke us from he 
darkness into  the lightness 
        5 
4. Wrong Selection of Verb 
after Modality 
You can not to build memory         7 
5. “Be” as Full Verb 
a. Omission of [be] 
 You make your activity so 
you can busy person 
 
        7 
6. Wrong Selection of Be [is, 
are] Singular Instead of 
Plural 
There is three point         4 
7. Addition of In In here I want to tell you 
about healthy life 
        4 





Morpheme [-s] as Plural 
Marker 
many job 
Total       40 
 
3.2 The Frequency of Each Type of Error 
Based on the data which were taken from the speech event of students at 
Boarding School MAN 1 Surakarta, researcher used theory of Clark and Clark 
about the types of speech errors. The researcher just found seven types of common 
speech errors.  
Error Percentage = EP = NE x 100 
                               ND 
              EP : Error Percentage 
              NE : The Number of Errors in the Same Type 
              ND : Number of Data 
Table 4.4 
Types of Errors and Their Percentages 
No.                            Type of Error            N            % 
Speech Error          210 77,49% 
1. Silent Pause           26 9,59% 
2. Filled Pause          104 38,37% 
3. Repeats           46 16,97% 
4. False (Retraced)            12 4,42% 
5. Corrections            1 0,37% 
6. Injections            3 1,10% 
7. Stutters           18 6.64% 
Morphological Errors           21 7,74% 
1. Pronunciation            2 0,74% 
2. Vocabularies           19 7,01% 
Syntactical Error           40 14,76% 
The Use of Verbs 
1. Verb Form for Third Singular Pronoun           6 2,21% 
2. Verb Infinitive Instead of Verb ing           5 1,84% 
3. Verb Infinitive Instead of Verb Participle           5 1,84% 
4. Wrong Selection of Verb after Modality           7 2,58% 
5. Be as Full Verb 
a. Omission of [be] 
 
          7 
 
2,58% 
6. Wrong Selection of be [is, are] Singular Instead 
of Plural 
          4 1,48% 
The Use of Preposition 
1. Addition of In           4 1,48% 
The Use of Noun 






Total         271 100% 
 
3.3 The Sources of Errors 
a. Cognitive Reason 
In cognitive reason, the speakers did errors because of their lack of 
vocabularies and their lack of grammatical knowledge.  
b. Psychological Reason 
    In psychological reason, the speakers did errors because most of 
students felt nervous, afraid and hurry when they delivered their speech 
in front of their friends.  
 
4. CONCLUSION 
Based on errors data, the researcher classified three types of errors. Those are 
speech errors, morphological errors, and syntactical errors. The dominant error made 
by students of MAN 1 Boarding School Surakarta in delivering speech is speech errors 
especially filled pause. 
There are three sources of errors made by students of MAN I Boarding School 
Surakarta in delivering speech. The sources are (1) cognitive reason, (2) psychological 
reason. 
       In studying English, analyzing error is very important. It is important to do 
investigation of errors made by the students. Because of that, teachers can evaluate 
their teaching method to make a better method which would be given to the students, 
beside that students would be able to increase their ability in learning English 
language. 
The first implication concerns to the supervisor who guided students in doing 
speech event. The supervisor should give example about how to do speech in front of 
the audience. It involves how to express the idea to make a good performance.  
The second implication concerns to the students who do speech event in this study. 
The students should be more understand to make a good utterance. There are many 
kinds of errors made by them.  
In this part of the research, the researcher wants to provide study limitation and 
finding limitation. 





In this research, researcher limits the study on speech errors which are spoken 
by students at MAN 1 Surakarta in doing speech event. It would be better for the 
next research to look for the different object and subject of study. Hopefully this 
research will be useful for the next researcher as a reference to the study. Last but 
not least, the better result of the study to the next researcher is the greatest hope. 
2. For Other Teachers 
The dominant errors in this research are speech errors. The reason is because 
the students do not have more preparation before they deliver their speech. As a 
teacher it would be better to guide students in doing preparation before they 
deliver their speech in front of the class. The guiding could be done by teacher to 
check the students’ speech text that students made and ask the students to present 
their speech in front of the teacher before they present their speech in front of 
class in order to students will be ready mentally and they would be able to correct 
their performance when they deliver their speech in front of audience.  
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